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The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Page 3, line 6, note 
that "DISCLOSURE" should properly be -SUMMARY- as to be consistent with PTO 
guidelines. Page 7, lines 13, 14, & page 19, Ime 11, note that "SI through S7" should be 
rewritten as -SI, S2, S3, S4, S5, S6, S7— at each instance for consistency with the 
corresponding drawing figure. Page 13, line 6, note that "52a through 52d" should be rewritten 
as —52a, 52b, 52c, 52d- for consistency with the corresponding drawing figure. Page 24, line 25, 
note that "218a through 218d" should be rewritten as -218a, 218b, 218c, 218d- for consistency 
with the corresponding drawing figure. Page 25, line 11, note that "228a through 228e" should 
be rewritten as -228a, 228b, 228c, 228d, 228e" for consistency with the corresponding drawing 
figure; line 17, note that "238a through 238d" should be rewritten as -238a, 238b, 238c, 238d- 
for consistency with the corresponding drawing figure. Page 27, line 9, note that -(IN/out)- 
should be inserted after "terminals" (first occurrence) and — (GND)— should be inserted after 
"terminals" (second occurrence) for consistency with the corresponding drawing figure; lines 9, 
10, note that "250a through 250d" & "252a through 252d" should be respectively rewritten as - 
250a, 250b, 250c, 250d- & -252a, 252b, 252c, 252d- for consistency with the corresponding 
drawing figure. Note that the following reference labels need description relative to the 
corresponding drawing figure: Figs. 3, 4 (12a, 104, 106; Fig. 4 (60, 62, 64, 66); Fig. 5, all 
reference labels except (10c, 12b, 14, 92, 94, S6); Fig. 6 (180, 190); Fig. 7 (SI, S3, S4, S5, SIO, 
212). Appropriate correction is required. 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the electrodes "extending outwardly" 
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(e.g. claim 1) must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should 
be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figxires appearing on the inmiediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drav^ng sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
•failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In claim 1, note that it is unclear whether the "at least one terminal extending outwardly " 
is a proper characterization of applicant's invention. From applicant's disclosure, it can not be 
seen that any of the disclosed embodiments provides terminals which are "extending outwardly". 
Clarification is needed. 
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In claims 1, 3, 4, note that it is unclear which one of the "at least one terminal" is 
intended by the recitation of "said terminal". Clarification is needed. 

In claim 3, note that the conditional recitation "if renders the claim vague and indefinite 
since it is unclear how the claim is impacted if the condition is not met. Clarification is needed. 
Moreover, note that "said electrode" is vague in meaning as to which ones of the earlier recited 
"plurality of electrodes" or "an electrode" it is intended to be associated. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 5 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by either 
Shapiro (cited by applicant) or Chaturvedi. 

Shapiro or Chaturvedi each disclose a passive component including a plurality of 
electrodes (e.g. 606A, 6O6C5 CI, C2 in Shapiro; 216 in Chaturvedi) disposed in stacked 
dielectric layers (e.g. 301-311 in Shapiro; 204a-204g in Chaturvedi) and having a terminal (e.g. 
input/output electrodes (202, 202') in Shapiro; input/output electrodes (208, 210) in Chaturvedi) 
provided only on the lower surface of the dielectric substrate. Additionally, note that the lower 
surface further includes a ground plane electrode (e.g. 104 in fig. 3 of Shapiro; 214 in fig. 2 of 
Chaturvedi) located between and electrically isolating the input/output electrodes. Also, note that 
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a further shield electrode (e.g. top ground plane 102 in Shapiro; top ground plane 206 in 
Chaturvedi) is provided as a part of the stacked dielectric layers. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by 
Kanba et al. 

Kanba et al (Fig. IC) discloses a passive component including a plurality of electrodes 
(e.g. 3, 4) disposed in stacked dielectric layers (e.g. separate stacked layers of dielectric substrate 
2 as shown in Fig. IC) and having a terminal [e.g. input/output electrodes (10, 11)] provided 
only on the lower surface of the dielectric substrate. Additionally, note that the lower surface 
further includes a ground plane electrode (e.g. 7) located between the input/output electrodes (3, 
4). Also, note that a further shield electrode (e.g. electrode 6 in Fig. IC) is provided as a part of 
the stacked dielectric layers. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by 
Fischer. 

Fischer discloses a passive component including a plurality of electrodes (e.g. 22, 22a in 
Fig. 1) disposed in stacked dielectric layers (e.g. dielectric base plate (24) & LTCC ceramic layer 
(28) as shown in Fig. 2) and having a terminal [e.g. input/output electrodes (32)] provided only 
on the lower surface of the dielectric substrate. Additionally, note that the lower surface further 
includes a ground plane electrode (e.g. 35) located between the input/output electrodes (32). 
Also, note that a further shield electrode (e.g. ground plane electrode 28 in Fig. 2) is provided as 
a part of the stacked dielectric layers. Furthermore, note that dielectric base plate (24), which is 
located between the shield electrode (28) and the lower surface, is comprised of alumina, which 
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has a dielectric constant whose value is 9.9 (see the end of paragraph [0003]), and as such is less 
than a dielectric constant of 20. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Benny Lee at 
telephone number 571 272 1764. 




B. Lee 



